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Phonological Awareness Continuum 

Concept of Word—comparison and segmentation 

Rhyme—recognition and production 

Syllable—blending, segmentation, deletion 

Onset/Rime—blending, segmentation 

Phoneme—matching, blending, segmentation, 

                       deletion, and manipulation 
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What Should P.A. Instruction Look Like? 

The Teacher Is… 
• Waiting for all students’ 

attention 

• Explaining the task 

• Modeling the task 

• Using a signal or hand response 

• Watching students carefully 

• Correcting errors with the 
whole group 

• Enthusiastic and energetic! 

• Calling on several individual 
students at the end of the task 

 

 

The Students Are… 
• Watching the teacher very 

closely 
• Not blurting out answers 
• All following the signal/ 

response every time 
• Taking quick breaks 

intermittently to increase 
engagement and intensity 

• Answering in a speaking voice, 
not shouting responses 

• Keeping up with the teacher’s 
pace 

Adapted from Carnine, Silbert, Kame’enui, Tarver, 2004 
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Phonemic Awareness Lesson Models 

As you reflect on the lessons, consider the following: 

1. Did the teacher use signals to prompt 100% unison oral response? 
2. Did the teacher correct errors immediately and in a standardized 

format? 
3. Did the teacher keep a brisk pace? 
4. How many individual responses were prompted in relation to 

whole group responses? 
5. Was there limited “teacher talk” during the lesson? 
6. What techniques did the teacher employ to boost the intensity of 

the lesson? 
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Why Teach Phonics? 

Hanna, P. R., J. S. Hanna, R. E. Hodges, and E. H. Rudorf, Jr. 1966. 
Phoneme-grapheme correspondences as cues to spelling 
improvement. Washington, DC: U.S. Office of Education 

50% are regular/wholly decodable - sharp 

37% are only off by one sound - put 

The other 13% have at least some regular sounds 
that give students a clue to pronunciation - ocean 
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Progression of Word Difficulty 

VC and CVC words 
beginning with a 
continuous sound and 
ending with a stop or 
continuous sounds 

VCC and CVCC words 
beginning with a 
continuous sound and 
ending with a stop or 
continuous sound 

CVC words beginning 
with a stop sound 
and ending with 
either a stop or a 
continuous sound 

at lack bat 
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Progression of Word Difficulty (cont’d) 

CVCC words 
beginning with   
a stop sound and 
ending with a 
consonant sound 

CCVC words 
beginning with      
a consonant blend  
in which both 
consonants are 
continuous sounds 

CCVC words 
beginning with  
a consonant 
blend in which 
one consonant  
is a stop sound 

bent slam clam 

CCVCC, CCCVC, 
and CCCVCC 
words beginning 
with a two- or 
three-letter 
consonant blend 

sprint 
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The Goal: Syllabication 

Give readers the tools to identify syllable types and their 

vowel sounds, consonant digraphs and blends  and 

arrive at an approximate pronunciation of the word 
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Definition: Syllabication 

 The process of analyzing the patterns of vowels 

and consonants in a word to determine where the 

word breaks into syllables 
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Sound By Sound Blending Lesson Models 

robe hope scope dome 

woke poke zone rode 

vote tone slope cone 

rope joke cope tote 
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Reading Decodable Text 

 Student engagement with the text is critical! 

 Students must be prompted to track the text by pointing under (not 

over or on) the text with their finger to ensure they are actually 

looking at the words. 

 Teacher MUST monitor student response to make sure students are 

not just parroting students next to them. 

 Students need to have sufficient practice with word reading (blending) 

tasks prior to reading the decodable text to ensure they are successful. 

 Students who struggle with reading decodable text need to have 

opportunities in small groups to read and be monitored more closely 

by the teacher. This will increase success with the time spent reading 

during whole-group instruction. 
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Decodable Text Lesson Models 

As you reflect on the lessons, consider the following: 

1. Did the teacher use signals to prompt 100% unison oral response? 
2. Did the teacher correct errors immediately and in a standardized 

format? 
3. Did the teacher keep a brisk pace? 
4. How many individual responses were prompted in relation to 

whole group responses? 
5. Was there limited “teacher talk” during the lesson? 
6. What techniques did the teacher employ to boost the intensity of 

the lesson? 
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Sample Decodable Text 

Tim hid the mitt in the shed. 

Dad said, “I do not see the mitt!” 

Jan saw the mitt in the shed. 

Tim said, “The mitt is in the shed, Dad.” 

The mitt was not in the shed. 

Jan ran to get the mitt for Dad. 

Jan ran to Dad and said, “I do not see the mitt, Dad!” 


